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is necessary to introduce the letters, or rather to account
for their being written, than our long friendship, great
distance, and the effects of a literary correspondence on
us both, which you well describe when you talk of my
being engaged in the pursuits of a virtuous ambition.
It appears to me not well to omit the Scotch %ar, at
which I ply much against my will; but let it remain.
Letters are now become so common that, like sermons,
they do not attract public curiosity. I would therefore
have the title of your volume to be, " Remarks on
various Authors, in a series of Letters to James Bos-
well, Esq.," or some such arrangement, so as that
" Letters" may not stand in the front. I have no
doubt of your making a valuable, elegant book.

Lord Hailes very readily agreed to my sending you
a specimen of his "Annals of Scotland." I give you
a double treat, for I enclose you a specimen, with
emendations by Dr. Johnson. Sir David is to publish
first an edition in quarto, with notes, in the form
of one sheet of the specimen sent. If that edition
takes, he is then to publish one in octavo, without
notes, in the form of another sheet of the specimen
sent. The text of both editions will be the same.
Above two hundred pages of the quarto edition are
thrown off. He says he will not sell his copy so as
that the book shall be too high priced. He will give
us four hundred pages in quarto, such as you see, for
fifteen shillings. Dr. Johnson likes the work; it has
the most minute authenticity, and the style is concise
and real. You will return me the specimen, and tell
me how you liked it and Dr. Johnson's critical re-
marks : he has gone through a great deal of the
work. I told Lord Hailes you were Lord Lisburne's
clergyman: he said my Lord was his intimate friend.
Pray talk to Lord L* of him> and at the same time